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Why Court-Based Parent Support? 

She’s where? 

He did what? 

Is she safe? 

What is going 
to happen? 

Will this ruin 
his life? 

How long will 
this take? 



n %

Religion and values 10 28%

Medical and mental health needs 9 25%

General youth background 5 14%

Youth strengths 6 17%

Family preferences and input 3 8%

Prepared court staff 1 3%

Connection to services 1 3%

Does not matter when crime is committed 1 3%

Total 36 100%

What should the court consider when making decisions 

about your child? That they truly give family support for 
parents that are trying very hard to 
save their child 

His medical issues are the most 
important. He is currently on six different 
medications. I am searching for a new 
doctor. 

That my girl's a good girl and to not 
put her with bad girls. 

His religion by allowing him to attend church 
regularly. 

The future that is still available for my 
child. He's a good smart kid that can be a 
successful adult. 



The history and legacy of juvenile court does 
not typically attend to parents’ needs and 
concerns 

 

• Parens patriae transferred responsibility to the court for 
managing youth behaviors 

• Legal rights only apply to the youth as the identified 
defendant 

• One of the most common confusions for parents is that the 
defense attorney is not obligated to inform or even talk to the 
parents about the case 

 



However, the most effective programs for improving 
youth well-being involve families 

Attendance 

Delinquency 

Substance use and 
abuse 
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Rating the court as a “process of care” agency 
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JJ101 participation associated with increased self efficacy 
(sig) and decreased mistrust of the court (non sig) 
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Learned what terms mean: 
deferred disposition, arraignment, 
etc. I didn’t even know what the 
lawyers were saying. 





 
 
 

Connections is a strength-based, family centered 
program that significantly increases services to 

youth on probation with behavioral health issues.  
 
 

Balanced and Restorative Justice principles and 
values are incorporated in the program design to 
increase youth competencies, provide services to 

victims and to increase public safety.  
 
 

Families, especially parents, are seen as full 
partners in developing, delivering and 

implementing interventions in a wraparound 
process to ensure that services respond to the real 

needs and concerns of youth and families. 



We use a process called Wraparound which: 
  

 —Helps organize and prioritize work to help families have better futures. 

 —Uses a team approach with the family “in the driver’s seat.” 

 —Helps families define tasks for the team that will solve problems 

 —Uses people’s unique strengths as tools 

 —Sees “bad behaviors” as people trying to meet normal human needs 

unsuccessfully 

 —Expects everyone to have a  say, and all team members to work cooperatively  

  











Contact Information 

Sarah Cusworth Walker, PhD 
Research Assistant Professor 

Division of Public Behavioral Health & Justice Policy 

University of Washington 

Secwalkr@uw.edu 

 

 

 

Jodi Martin 
Program Coordinator 

Clark County Juvenile Court 

Jodi.martin@clark.wa.gov 

 

 

 

Kathy McNamara, MSW, LSW 
Community Placement Manager  

Senior Probation Officer  

Juvenile Division  

Kathleen.McNamara@dupageco.org 

 

 

 

mailto:Secwalkr@uw.edu
mailto:Jodi.martin@clark.wa.gov
mailto:Kathleen.McNamara@dupageco.org

